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given to pecuniary ideals, since it traverses the plain princi-
ple of conspicuous waste. It is only a question of how soon
it will be found out, and how soon an adequate substitute,
not obnoxious to that principle, can be found and worked
, into tenable shape. The common resort is some form of
sport, some form of dissipation that is expensive and un-
profitable at the same time that it will bear a plausible
appearance of "something doing," such as will not leave
'the sense of workmanship instantly nauseated with its fu-
tility.
As has been remarked in an earlier passage, in England
the addiction to sports, though in the main vicariously, is an
inveterate habit and permeates the community in a degree
fairly incredible to any German who may be unfamiliar
with English everyday life. This addiction runs back to a
date before the coming-in of the machine industry, although
it is plainly more of a universal institution now than ever
before. It has grown to its present pitch and ubiquity only
gradually, although it has long been a serious abatement on
British industrial efficiency, both in that it involves a futile
expenditure of time and substance and in that it habitually
occupies men's minds with matters that are worse than use-
less for the purposes of industry. It is fairly encrusted with
reputability, however, being quite useless at the same time
that it makes a sufficiently specious show of achievement and
has also the countenance of the highest gentility. In the
course of their brief experience under the paramount price
system the Germans, too, have been elbowing their way into
the circle of sportsmanlike observances, in a tentative and
heavy-handed fashion, but in this as in their ingrained parsi-